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Bulletin for February 5-18, 2017

1st Pre-Lenten Sunday—February 5th
The Publican and the Pharisee

2nd Pre-Lenten Sunday—February 12th
The Prodigal Son

CALENDAR OF SERVICES & EVENTS
SUN

2/5/2017
9:00 AM

TUES

2/7/2017
8:30 AM

SAT

2/11/2017
6:00 PM

SUN

2/12/2017
9:00 AM

MON

2/13/2017
6:00 PM

SUNDAY OF THE PUBLICAN & PHARISEE
Divine Liturgy
Panachida: +Edward & +Irene Zahuranec (Perpetual)

Divine Liturgy
Prayers for Repose of +Mary Purash, by Anne Kudelko

Great Vespers
SUNDAY OF THE PRODIGAL SON
Divine Liturgy
Panachida: +Mary, +John, & +Tom Kroko (Perpetual)

Board Meeting for February

TUES

2/14/2017
8:30 AM

ST. CYRIL, APOSTLE TO THE SLAVS
Divine Liturgy
Prayers for ++Hudak Fam., ++Polansky Fam., ++Senay Fam. (Perpetual)

SAT

2/18/2017
9:00 AM

SOUL SATURDAY
Divine Liturgy with Panachida and Reading of Names of Departed

6:00 PM

Great Vespers

2/19/2017
9:00 AM

SUNDAY OF MEATFARE
Divine Liturgy
Panachida: +Irene Poranda (40th Day)

SUN

ANNOUNCEMENTS
¶ Fast-Free Week: February 5 through 11.
¶ A Pancake & Sausage Valentine’s
Brunch to benefit the Salvation Army.
DATE: Saturday, Feb 11th. TIME: 10:001:00. Cost: $6.00. Dine-In and Carry-Out.
660 FISHER HILL, SHARON, PA. INFO:
724-347-5537.
¶ Vespers Services. For the period of the
Triodion—the pre-Lenten and Lenten season—we will offer Vespers on most Saturdays. This is an evening prayer service of
psalms, hymns and litanies that lasts approximately 30-40 minutes. It celebrates
the beginning of Sunday at sunset, and
prepares us for the celebration of the Divine Liturgy the next day. (We will not
have Vespers on some Saturdays, so please
watch the schedule carefully.)
¶ The First “Soul Saturday” is on February 18. Hramoty envelopes will be available soon to list the names of your dear
departed.
¶ Registration for the Diocesan Lenten
Retreat in Homestead on March 25th is
now open! Copies of the form and flyer
are available in the fellowship hall.
¶ We begin Great Lent on Monday, February 27. In these preparatory weeks, start
considering your observance of the Lenten
disciplines of prayer, church attendance,
fasting, and charitable giving. It will be
here before you know it!

¶ Reminder about Hospital Stays. If you
or a loved one is admitted to the hospital,
please remember to inform Fr. David as
soon as possible. The hospitals do not call
clergy as a matter of course, and they may
or may not have updated lists available for
clergy. Please let your family members or
other caregivers know this as well, so that
if you are unable to call, they know to call
Fr. David.
¶ Schwans Fundraiser: Through SchwansCares.com, you can order from Schwan’s
Home Delivery and help our church!
When you order, 5% of sales go to Saint
John’s!
Order online at schwanscares.com/c/30390 and click “Shop to
Give.” Or order by phone by calling 1-855870-7208 and provide our ID 30390.
¶ Lecture “Uncovering and Publishing
the History of Pennsylvania’s CarpathoRusyns” will be given by acclaimed researcher and historian Richard Custer at
St. Michael’s Byzantine Catholic Church,
2230 Highland Avenue, Hermitage on Saturday, February 25th at 1:30 PM. Rich is
one of the foremost experts on CarpathoRusyns in America. This talk is sponsored
by the Youngstown chapter of the Carpatho-Rusyn Society. All are invited!
¶ Pro-Life of Mercer County is hosting its
15th Annual Prayer Breakfast on Saturday,
February 18th. Deadline for purchase of
tickets is February 10th. Please see information on the bulletin board if interested
in this event!

How a Family Can
Prepare for Pascha

In this step a variety of methods can be
used to teach how to prepare for Pascha in
ways that are appropriate for your children.

Often Great Lent is taught as a series of
“shoulds” – we should go to Church, we
should fast, we should pray, we should give
alms. This approach focuses on “duty” and
can have a negative connotation. We need
an attitude adjustment. This year, try for a
loving response to what our Lord has done
for us.

Scripture
Review the biblical accounts of the Israelites wandering in the desert (Exodus 1420) and Christ’s temptation in the wilderness (Luke 4). These are traditional biblical
themes of Great Lent. Study some of the
Old Testament passages about the Messiah
(Isaiah 11, Isaiah 53, Zechariah 9, the
Book of Jonah, and others). The new complete Orthodox Study Bible has helpful
footnotes and articles.

Step 1: What’s involved
in Preparation?
Ask family members how they have prepared for something important. Younger
children may remember a piano or dance
recital, a sports competition or a test in
school. Teens may focus on getting a
driver’s license. Parents may reflect on preparing for their wedding day or the birth of
their first child.
Whatever the experience, ask what was
involved in the preparation period. Determine whether both knowledge and practice/action were required. Guide the discussion to allow each family member to share
his/her story of preparation. Ask how each
felt during the process and after.
Originally, Great Lent was the final
preparation of the catechumens for their
baptism at Pascha. The catechumens would
fast, pray, study, and do good works. The
rest of the community joined the catechumens as a time for renewing their baptismal commitment to Christ. While the catechumenate is not as common in most Orthodox parishes, since most Orthodox
Christians enter the Church through infant
baptism, we continue the practices of Great
Lent as our personal preparation for Pascha.
Step 2: What Do We Know
About Great Lent?

Worship
Examine the special services and prayers of
Great Lent. The Pre-Sanctified Liturgies,
the Akathist Hymn, and the Canon of St.
Andrew are integral parts of the Lenten liturgical life. Talk about the Lenten Prayer
of St. Ephraim, fasting, and the themes of
the Sundays before and during Lent. Many
helpful resources are available: Sunday
bulletins, the parish library, your priest or
Church school director. Use the Internet.
Go to www.goarch.org Biblical Studies,
Great Lent & Holy Week, Theology or Worship. Books like Great Lent and Of Water
and the Spirit by Alexander Schmemann,
The Lenten Spring by Thomas Hopko, the
Orthodox Study Bible and others are available from several distributors of Orthodox
materials.
Step 3: Focus on the children’s response to the message of Great Lent.
Then answer the question, “How will we
prepare for Pascha this year during Great
Lent?” Decide what you will do as a family
and what you will do individually.
Fasting
For example,

parents

and

teens

may

choose a more rigorous level of fasting but
everyone in the family will fast at some
level. The Church offers a rule to which we
strive: no meat, fish, wine, dairy products,
olive oil. Wine and olive oil are permitted
on Saturdays The degree to which we keep
the rule comes with spiritual growth and
practice, but it can begin when children
are young.
But fasting is not limited to food.
Throughout the writings of Church Fathers
and Mothers we read that we must also
“fast from the tongue” – watch what
comes out of our mouths as well as what
goes into our mouths. This requires as
much effort at times as does fasting from
food.
There’s also “fasting with the arms and
legs” – keeping from evil action; and
“fasting with the eyes” – protecting oneself
from what is not edifying – surfing through
TV channels and viewing a music video,
movie preview, or any of a number of
other images that pull one away from
godly thinking.

Almsgiving
Save money individually or as a family to
donate to a local charity or the Orthodox
Christian Mission Center (www.ocmc.org).
The Mission Center offers a collection box
that can be the visual focus of your effort.
Children can be encouraged to save from
their allowance, gift monies, special treats,
or lunches. Families can donate monies
they would have spent for movies, video
rentals or eating out. In either case, some
sacrifice is to be involved.

Prayer and Study
Turn off, or at least limit, the TV. This will
provide time for prayer and the study of a
book of the Bible as a family. The footnotes and special articles in the Orthodox
Study Bible are of great help.
With elementary-aged children, use the
Children’s Bible Reader published by the
Greek Archdiocese, or other children’s bibles sold by the Department of Religious
Education. (The catalog is online at
www.religioused.goarch.org.) There are
several books in the Arch Book Series that
Worship
deal with the Paschal story. Plus, there are
Great Lent is the time to increase your religious videos or ones with moral
family’s frequency of receiving the Eucha- themes.
rist, if it is not already your practice. If a
family has never attended a pre-Sanctified Consider using the newfound time to play
Liturgy, decide together to attend, and games such as Bible Pictionary (senior or
even to prepare to receive the Eucharist.
junior). Bibleopoly, and Bible trivia games.
Preparation to receive the Eucharist in- In a society that underestimates the value
cludes prayer, fasting and especially since of discipline and obedience, the teachings
it is the Lenten Fast, the Sacrament of and practices of the Orthodox Church apConfession.
pear antiquated and “unnormal.” But from
In nearly all our parishes, there are our perspective this is “the norm.” As St.
Saturday of the Souls liturgies where we Paul reminds us, we are to “live in the
pray for the dead. If it is your practice to world” but not be “of the world.”
prepare the boiled wheat for memorials, or
Christ wants us to transform the world
one you wish to begin, involve your chil- around us. Strive to live “the true norm.”
dren in the preparation.
By Phyllis Meshel Onest as found on
www.stjohnwv.org/news/2015/pascha-prep

http://

THOUGHTS ON STEWARDSHIP
by Dan Hromyak
"Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works and give glory to
your Father who is in heaven." - Matthew 5:16
The generosity of being a good steward of your gifts has a positive effect on
people and it is contagious! Good works encourage more good works. Let your
light shine! Be careful to recognize that God is working through you and don't
put yourself above the people you have been called to help.
"For I tell you, unless your righteousness exceeds that of the scribes and Pharisees, you
will never enter the kingdom of heaven." - Matthew 5:20
The scribes and Pharisees lived according to the letter of the law and they used
this to elevate themselves above the other people. Jesus is clear - it's the love
you have in your heart that will get you to heaven. Simply following church
rules out of obligation, not love, does not put you on the path to heaven. Attending Liturgy on Sunday and then gossiping about a fellow parishioner in the
parking lot is an example of a modern day Pharisee.

Stay up-to-date on happenings throughout our Diocese!
Diocesan Website: http://www.acrod.org
Camp Nazareth: http://www.campnazareth.org
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/acroddiocese
Twitter: https://twitter.com/acrodnews
You Tube: https://youtube.com/acroddiocese
Don’t forget to “like” our parish on Facebook: facebook.com/SaintJohnHermitagePA

MARCH
PIROHI SCHEDULE
Please add your name
to the sign-up sheet
in the Hall!
Wed., March 1
at 6:00 PM
(Hall setup; Potato prep)
Thurs., March 2
at 6:00 PM
(Filling prep)
Friday, March 3
at 8:00 AM
(Pirohi Making and Sale)
Remember:
Get your
orders in
by Feb. 26!

March 2017 Pirohi Order Form
Order Deadline: February 26, 2017
ame: ______________________________
Phone umber: ______________________
____ Potato @ 7.00/dozen $_______
____ Butter Only
____ Butter and Onions
Total Amount Due:

$_______

Pick-Up on Friday, March 3, 2017
12:00 Noon—2:00 PM
(Doors Open at oon)

Eternal Lamp ~ Sunday, January 29th
Our Apologies, Andy Furin’s name was omitted in this memorial in the last bulletin. In Loving Memory of the 8 Siblings of the Furin
Family includes: Steven, Michael, John, Anna, Mary, Margaret and Catherine by Rose Marie Prisby

Bulletin Sponsor ~ Sunday, February 5th
In Loving Memory of Mother, Mary Doyle, on the 6th Anniversary of her passing, from John Doyle,
Donna & David Sotak, Tom & Theresa Doyle, Mary Ann and John Murphy, and Debby Doyle

Eternal Lamp ~ Sunday, February 12th
In Loving Memory of Father, Stephen Repasky, from Katie Hartley & Mary Jane Repasky

BIRTHDAYS
Feb. 7
Feb. 8
Feb. 9
Feb. 10
Feb. 11
Feb. 13
Feb. 14
Feb. 15

Daniel Hromyak
Ethel Carr
Charles Kretchek
Julianne Lukac
John Safin
Mary Trembush
Gabriellla Cantaloni
Remington Dinsmore
Elizabeth Sorokach
Nona Sorokach
Robert Amos
Kyle Kupensky
Alana Hellman

MEN TO HOLD CANDLES

ANNIVERSARIES

Sunday, February 12th

February 7th

John Bauer
Dennis Burprich
John Cataloni
Ed Chuba
Jerry Chupak

Peter & Mary Jane Roman
February 14th
Nancy & Larry Long

Sunday, February 19th
Chester Everett
Ed Fabian
Matt Fabian
Michael Holmes
Jim Hynes

January 2017 Special Fund Winners
1st
Sunday
nd
2
Liz Safin, Hermitage #921 = $150
3rd
Nick Kraynok Lubbock, TX #254 = $30
4th
John Frangakis, Hermitage #366 = $30
th
5
#876 not purchased
6th
John Kraynak, Jr, Hermitage #524 = $30
th
7
Steve & Natalie Lukac, Liberty #704 = $50
8th
Sunday
9th
John R. Frangakis, Hermitage #816 = $30
th
10
Patti Chupak, W. Middlesex #412 = $30
11th
Jo Ann Dillon, Hermitage #882 = $30
12th Natalee Ristvey, Hermitage #376 = $30
13th John Kraynak, Jr, Hermitage #524 = $30
14th Kirk Kupensky, Masury #204 = $50
15th Sunday
16th Frances Chervinko, Sharon #350 = $30
17th Mary Barbara Hardy, Farrell #414 = $30
18th Paula Kudelko, New Wilmington #713 = $30

19th
20th
21st
22nd
23rd
24th
25th
26th
27th
28th
29th
30th
31st

February 14th
Karen & Ronald Bich

Justyn Janosky, Sharpsville #709 = $30
Jerry Castleman, Monroeville, IN #339 = $30
Karsten Baker, Hermitage #593 = $50
Sunday
#941 not purchased
#279 not purchased
Deborah Giroski, Hermitage #513 = $30
Christopher Breznia, Struthers #468 = $30
Steve & Natalie Lukac, Liberty #704 = $30
Steve Lysohir, Hermitage #343 = $50
Sunday
#022 not purchased
Maryann Tofani, Transfer #889 = $30

Thank you to everyone that helped support the Special Fund
Raffle tickets by purchasing, selling & giving as gifts. 2017
is our 20th year for this fundraiser. In the last 19 years, we
raised over $132,000 in profits. That averages out to $580
month for 19 years straight!!
Natalie Lukac, Special Fund

