SAINT JOHN’S ORTHODOX CHURCH
3180 Morefield Road • Hermitage, PA 16148
Office: 724-981-0571 • Rectory: 724-346-4457
Fax: 724-308-6615 • Website: www.stjohnacroc.org
Clergy:
Rev. Father David Mastroberte
Very Rev. Protopresbyter Michael Polanichka
Rev. Deacon John Anderson
A Parish of the American Carpatho-Russian Orthodox Diocese—Ecumenical Patriarchate of Constantinople

Bulletin for September 11-24, 2016

STAT CRUX DUM VOLVITUR ORBIS
THE CROSS STANDS WHILE THE WORLD TURNS
(Icon from the Basilica of Sant' Apollinare in Classe in Ravenna, Italy)

CALENDAR OF SERVICES & EVENTS
MON

9/12/2016
6:00 PM

Monthly Board Meeting

9/13/2016
8:30 AM

Divine Liturgy

WED

9/14/2016
8:30 AM
9:00 AM

ELEVATION OF THE HOLY CROSS (STRICT FAST DAY)
Matins
Divine Liturgy

FRI

9/16/2016
8:30 AM

Divine Liturgy

TUES

+John & +Mary Klutcher (Perpetual)

++Komisin Family (Perpetual)

SAT

9/17/2016
1:00 PM

SUN

9/18/2016
9:00 AM

13TH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST; AFTER HOLY CROSS
Divine Liturgy

MON

9/19/2016
8:30 AM
6:00 PM

Divine Liturgy
+Helen Repasky (Perpetual)
Moleben to the Holy Cross with Prayers for the Living/Sick

WED

FRI

SUN

9/21/2016
6:30 PM

9/23/2016
8:30 AM

9/25/2016
9:00 AM

Religious Enrichment Small Groups:
“Characters of the Old Testament”

Perpetual Remembrances of:
++Dupay-Diloreto Family; +Frank Guzi
+Charles & +Mary Rowlands; +Frank & +Connie Hall
14TH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
Divine Liturgy

We pause on September 11th to remember
all those who perished in the terrorist attacks
and those who gave their lives
in rescuing the injured.
May God grant them blessed repose
and eternal memory!

ANNOUNCEMENTS
¶ Diocesan Yearbook/ACRY Annual
Sponsors and Memorial Listings: If
you would like to include your name
and/or the names of your loved ones
in the 2017 Diocesan Yearbook/ACRY
Annual, please visit the church office.
¶ Orthodox Food Festival. Saturday,
Sept. 17: 11 AM—8 PM. Sunday, Sept.
18: 11 AM—5 PM. St. George Serbian
Grounds, 65 South Keel Ridge Road,
Hermitage. Variety of foods, live music, and sales.
¶ Learn About Your Faith! Small
Group Enrichment Series “Characters
of the Old Testament” begins on
Wednesday, September 21st at 6:30
PM. This will be an 8-part Bible Study
focusing on several key figures from
the books of Genesis and Exodus:
Abraham, Jacob, Moses, and Joshua.
Each lesson will focus on a passage
from the Old Testament, finding ways

for us to delve deeper and apply it in
our own lives.
Sessions will be held on the following Wednesday evenings: Sept. 21, 28,
October 12, 19, 26; November 9, 16.
(Last session TBA.) Coffee will be provided; you are welcome to bring
something to share as well.
¶ 2016 Youngstown Deanery DDD
Dinner: This year’s DDD Dinner will
be on Sunday, October 2 at Dilucia’s
Restaurant, Elm Road (next to the
Echo Lane Bowling Alley) in Warren.
The dinner will begin promptly at 5:00
PM. Those who contribute $100 or
more to the dinner are invited to attend. If you wish to bring a guest,
guest tickets may be purchased for $30
each.
Please tell Fr. David by Sunday,
September 25th if you contributed to
the DDD program, and if you plan on
attending so he can forward this information to Fr. Ken. Thank you!

The Sign of the Cross
September 14th is the holyday of the Exaltation of the Cross, and it is a good time for us to remember why we honor Christ’s Cross, and the care with which we are to make the Sign of the
Cross on our bodies. Here is some spiritual reading on this topic!

From The Law of God by Archpriest Seraphim Slobodskoy:
We call ourselves Christians because we believe in God as we were taught to believe by
the Son of God Himself, our Lord Jesus Christ. Jesus Christ not only taught us to believe in God correctly, but He also saved us from the power of sin and eternal death.
The Son of God, Jesus Christ, out of love for us sinners came down from Heaven
and, as a man, suffered instead of us for our sins: He was crucified, He died on the
Cross, and on the third day He resurrected. As the sinless Son of God, by His Cross
(that is, by suffering and death on the Cross for the sins of all men and of all the world),
He conquered not only sin but also death itself—He arose from the dead, and He made
the Cross the weapon of His victory over sin and death.
As the the vanquisher of death, Who arose on the third day, He saved us also from
eternal death. He will resurrect all of us, all the dead, when the last day of the world
comes; He will resurrect us for joyful, eternal life with God.
The Cross is the weapon―or sign―of Christ’s victory over sin and death. Our Lord
Jesus Christ received in His breast the terrible spears of sin and death which were invincible for us. He died on the Cross, but He also arose, as the vanquisher of sin and
death, and thus opened for us the way to eternal life.
Now everything depends on us: if we wish to be delivered from the power of evil,
sin, and eternal death, then we must follow Christ, love Him, and fulfill His holy will,
being obedient to Him in everything, and live with Christ.
This is why, in order to express our faith in Jesus Christ our Savior, we wear a cross
on our body, and during prayer we form the cross over our ourselves with our right
hand—that is, we make the sign of the Cross.
For the sign of the Cross we put the fingers of our right hand together as follows.
We bring the tips of the first three fingers together (the thumb, index, and middle
ones), and bend the last two (the “ring” and little fingers) against the palm.
The first three fingers express our faith in God the Father, God the Son, and God the
Holy Spirit, as the Trinity one in essence and indivisible. The two fingers bent signify
how the Son of God, when He come down from Heaven, being God, became man: that
is, they signify His two natures—divine and human.

In order to make the sign of the Cross, with our
fingers in this position, we touch our forehead, for
the blessing of our mind, our stomach, for the blessing of our internal feelings, then our right and
left shoulders, for the blessing of our bodily
strength.
The sign of the Cross gives us great strength to
repel and conquer evil and to do good, but we must
remember to make the sign of the Cross correctly
and without haste, otherwise it will not be the sign of
the Cross, but just waving our hand around, which
only gladdens the demons. By making the sign of the
Cross carelessly we show a lack of reverence for
God. This is a sin, called sacrilege.
When we cross ourselves, mentally we say, “In the name of the Father, and of the
Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.” Thus we express our faith in the All-holy Trinity
and our desire to live and labor for the glory of God. The word Amen means: in truth,
truly, let it be so, so be it.

From The Orthodox Confession of Faith of St. Peter Mohila of Kiev
Comments on the article of the Creed which says “He was crucified for us under Pontius Pilate,
and suffered and was buried.”
Since mention was made of the cross of Christ, on which Christ died and purchased
our salvation, we are provided the opportunity to consider this cross, about which the
Apostle says: "But God forbid that I should glory, save in the cross of our Lord Jesus
Christ; by whom the world is crucified to me, and I to the world." And in another place:
"For the word of the cross, to them indeed that perish, is foolishness; but to them that
are saved, that is, to us, it is the power of God." We must, therefore, revere for these
important reasons the holy cross, the sign of Christ, which has been given the power to
turn away evil spirits through the shedding of the blood of the Son of God and the
death which he accepted on it. St. Cyril of Jerusalem, therefore, says: "Whenever we
sign ourselves with the holy cross, the devil cannot be present and endure this, for he
realizes that Jesus Christ was fastened to the cross for the sake of our salvation and the
destruction of the power of the devil, for the name of Christ is usually thereby invoked,
but the evil one flees from us and tempts no more; and so we should cross ourselves
very often, for not rarely are we tempted by the devil, which temptations we can repel
only through the holy cross and calling upon the name of Jesus Christ; but not only

from ourselves can we repel him, but from everything else, as our food and drink."
Therefore, the same St. Cyril also teaches: "Make the sign of the Holy Cross when eating, drinking, sitting, standing, speaking and even walking." And no affair should be
undertaken, unless first the sign of the cross is made, at home or on the road, day or
night, everywhere.
How should we sign ourselves with the Holy Cross?
You should make the sign of the cross with the right hand, touching the forehead with
three fingers and saying the words: "In the name of the Father." Secondly, you should
say the words "and the Son," as you place the same hand on the breast. Thirdly, you
say "and the Holy Spirit" at your right shoulder and "holy" at your left. When you have
crossed yourself thusly with the sign of the Holy Cross, you should finish with the
word "Amen". After having made the sign of the holy cross, you ought to say: "Lord
Jesus Christ, Son of God, have mercy on me a sinner, Amen."

Thoughts on Stewardship
by Dan Hromyak
"Everyone of you who does not renounce all his possessions cannot be my
disciple." - Luke 14:33
When we first hear this statement, it seems that Jesus is making an unrealistic demand upon us. How can we renounce all of our possessions? We need them to
live. However, what we must renounce is the belief that they belong to us. Everything that we have belongs to God alone. All of our resources are entrusted to us
not only for our own use, but also so that we can help others. Once we renounce
the idea that we possess or are entitled to anything, it is much easier to share the
many gifts that God has given us. Then we truly are His Disciples.
"Everything I have is yours." - Luke 15:31
Our Heavenly Father gives us everything, including the chance to share in His eternal kingdom. Yet, like the Prodigal Son we are often lured away by the materialism
of our society. Do we really want to turn our backs on all that God offers in exchange for a material wealth that has no lasting value?

Mark Your Calendars!
2016 CHINESE AUCTION
Sunday, November 20
It’s never too soon to start
thinking about your donations
to the Chinese Auction!

OCTOBER
PIROHI
MAKING
SCHEDULE
Please add your name to the
sign-up sheet in the Hall!
Wed., Oct. 5 at 6:00 PM
(Hall setup; Potato prep)
Thurs., Oct. 6 at 6:00 PM
(Filling prep)

Visit our Diocesan Online Resources!
Diocesan Website: http://www.acrod.org
Camp Nazareth: http://www.campnazareth.org
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/acroddiocese
Twitter: https://twitter.com/acrodnews
You Tube: https://youtube.com/acroddiocese

October 2016 Pirohi Order Form
Order Deadline: October 2, 2016
ame: ______________________________
Phone umber: ______________________

____ Potato @ 7.00/dozen $_______
____ Butter Only
____ Butter and Onions

Fri., Oct. 7 at 8:00 AM
(Pirohi Making and Sale)

Total Amount Due:

$_______

Pick-Up on Friday, October 7, 2016
12:00 Noon—2:00 PM
(Doors Open at oon)

Bulletin Sponsor ~ Sunday, September 11th
Dorothy Pacinda, in loving memory of Brothers-in-law, John and Joe Pacinda on their birthdays.
Eternal Lamp ~ Sunday, September 11th
Helen Blasko, In loving memory of Mother, Anna Blasko
Candelabrum ~ Sunday, September 11th
In Loving Memory of Sister Helen Hromyak by Margie Hromyak
Wreath of Roses for the Holy Cross
In loving memory of the Ristvey and Kanishak Families by Michael & Nancy Ristvey
Eternal Lamp ~ Sunday, September 18th
In loving memory of Sister, Helen, from Mary Jane Repasky & Katie Hartley

BIRTHDAYS
Sept. 1 Andy Lutz—Belated
14 Helen Blasko
15 David Chuba
Marilyn Radu
Pani Daria Loposky

MEN TO
HOLD CANDLES
Sunday, September 18th

ANNIVERSARIES

September 13th
Paul & Michelle McMahon

Tom Patrick
Dan Ristvey
Joel Ristvey
Matt Ristvey
Michael Ristvey

22 Billie Lutz

Sunday, September 25th
Peter Roman
Steve Saluga
Milan Shumkaroff
Ed Slovesko
Gino Tofani

September 15th
Milan & Stephanie Shumkaroff

September 20th
Fred & Kathy Meiss

September 24th
Rich & Sue Preston

