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The Last Judgment

CALENDAR OF SERVICES & EVENTS
THURS

2/23/2017
8:30 AM

Divine Liturgy +Holliday Family (Perpetual)

2/25/2017
6:00 PM

Great Vespers

SUN

2/26/2017
9:00 AM
6:00 PM

SUNDAY OF CHEESEFARE; OF FORGIVENESS
Divine Liturgy Panachida: ++Gula Family; John & Helen Andras (Perpetual)
Vespers for the Beginning of the Great Fast

MON

2/27/2017
6:00 PM

FIRST DAY OF THE GREAT FAST—LENT (STRICT FAST)
Canon of St. Andrew Service, Part 1 at OUR CHURCH

TUES

2/28/2017
6:00 PM

Canon of St. Andrew, Part 2 at St. George Serbian Orthodox Church

SAT

WED

THURS

FRI

SAT

SUN

3/1/2017
8:30 AM
6:00 PM

3/2/2017
8:30 AM
6:00 PM

Parastas (Chapel) +Mike & +Ruth Frejik (Perpetual)
Canon of St. Andrew, Part 3 at St. John’s Ukrainian Orthodox Church
(Pirohi Potato Prep at Our Hall)

Parastas (Chapel) +Tom Chuba & Family (Perpetual)
Canon of St. Andrew, Part 4 at Holy Cross Orthodox Church
(Pirohi Filling Prep at Our Hall)

3/3/2017
8:00 AM

Pirohi Making and Sale

6:00 PM

Divine Liturgy of the Presanctified Gifts

3/4/2017
6:00 PM

Great Vespers

3/5/2017
9:00 AM

FIRST SUNDAY OF THE GREAT FAST; SUNDAY OF ORTHODOXY
Divine Liturgy Panachida: ++Repasky Family (Per.). +Charles Holmes (Per.)

General Announcements...
¶ Local Presentation: “Uncovering and Publishing the History of Pennsylvania’s Carpatho-Rusyns” is the topic of a presentation to be given by acclaimed researcher and historian Richard Custer at St. Michael’s Byzantine
Catholic Church, 2230 Highland Avenue, Hermitage on Saturday, February
25th at 1:30 PM. Rich is one of the foremost experts on Carpatho-Rusyns in
America. This talk is sponsored by the Youngstown chapter of the CarpathoRusyn Society. All are invited. There is no cost to attend and participate.
¶ Schwans Fundraiser: Through Schwans-Cares.com, you can order from
Schwan’s Home Delivery and help our church! When you order, 5% of sales go
to Saint John’s! Order online at schwans-cares.com/c/30390 and click “Shop to
Give.” Or order by phone by calling 1-855-870-7208 and provide our ID 30390.
¶ Reminder about Hospital Stays. If you or a loved one is admitted to the hospital, please remember to inform Fr. David as soon as possible. The hospitals
do not call clergy as a matter of course, and they may or may not have updated
lists available for clergy. Please let your family members or other caregivers
know this as well, so that if you are unable to call, they know to call Fr. David.

Teachings from the Church Fathers on Fasting
“Fasting gives birth to prophets and strengthens the powerful; fasting makes lawgivers
wise. Fasting is a good safeguard for the soul, a steadfast companion for the body, a
weapon for the valiant, and a gymnasium for athletes. Fasting repels temptations,
anoints unto piety; it is the comrade of watchfulness and the artificer of chastity. In war
it fights bravely, in peace it teaches stillness.” – St. Basil the Great, Homily on Fasting
“Fasting cleanses the soul, raises the mind, subjects one’s flesh to the spirit, renders the
heart contrite and humble, scatters the clouds of concupiscence, quenches the fire of lust,
and kindles the true light of chastity. Enter again into yourself.”- St. Augustine of
Hippo, Sermon, On Prayer and Fasting, LXXII

Lenten Announcements...
¶ We will usher in the Lenten season with the special Vespers Service for the
Beginning of Lent on Sunday evening, February 26th, at 6:00 PM. Please take
note of the additional services scheduled during this season, as found on the
monthly calendar and in the bulletin.
¶ Lenten Self-Denial Boxes/Folders are available in the vestibule. Please take
one (or more!) and add your offerings to it throughout Lent. After Pascha, our
donations will be shared with the Community Food Warehouse and the Orthodox Christian Mission Center (OCMC). Related to this…
¶ February 26 is designated as “Mission Sunday” by the Assembly of Orthodox Bishops in the US. Focus is given to the work of the Orthodox Christian
Mission Center—OCMC. We support OCMC throughout the year, especially
through our Denial Boxes and Gift Wrapping proceeds. In 2016, we gave $1009
to assist OCMC’s work of spreading the Gospel. Dr. Henry Vanzanten will
have a display about OCMC’s work on February 26. Please say a prayer for Orthodox Missions and Orthodox Missionaries serving around the world, consider
volunteering to serve as part of an Orthodox Mission Team, and support this
eternal work of the Church with a gift to the Mission Center.
¶ Services During the First Week of Lent: As is customary in our area, the local Orthodox parishes will each take an evening hosting a portion of the Great
Canon of Saint Andrew of Crete. The schedule is in the bulletin. Our parish will
host the service on Monday, February 27th at 6:00 PM. The “Great Canon” is a
liturgical composition on the theme of repentance, which includes a number of
troparia (hymns) referencing all of “salvation history,” from Adam and Eve to
Christ. The repeated refrain is: “Have mercy on me, O God, have mercy on me!”
¶ Confessions will be heard beginning at 5:30 PM before most evening Lenten
services (unless otherwise noted). Fr. David is also available by appointment;
and on a limited basis before Divine Liturgy on Sunday mornings. All Orthodox
Christians are expected to approach this sacrament during Lent!

¶ Sunday of Orthodoxy Procession of Icons: Following Liturgy on March 5th,
a short Procession of Icons will be held inside the church, to celebrate the
“Triumph of Orthodoxy” and the restoration of icons after iconoclasm in the 9th
century. All children and youth are invited to participate in this procession by
carrying an icon—either one brought from home, or an icon provided by the
church. Youth are to gather in the vestibule following Communion on Sunday, March
5th to be arranged for the procession.
¶ Sunday of Orthodoxy Pan-Orthodox Vespers will be held on Sunday, March
5th, 2016, at St. John the Baptist Ukrainian Orthodox Church, Clark Street,
Sharon. The service will begin at 5:00 PM. Fr. Michael Gavrilos from New
Castle will offer the homily. Refreshments to follow.
¶ Information on the Diocesan ACRY Retreat in Homestead and the Diocesan
College Retreat at Camp Nazareth is in the hall. Consider your participation in
these events this year!
¶ Reminder About the Eucharistic Fast: Those receiving Communion at an
evening Liturgy are to fast for a minimum of 3 hours prior to the service.
(Ideally, we should not eat after lunch.) Fasting from midnight is still observed before receiving Communion at any morning Liturgy. (Also, remember that only
services called “Liturgy” have the distribution of Holy Communion. Other services—
Canon, Moleben, Parastas, Paraklis—do not have Communion.)
¶ Services for the Departed: Since the Divine Liturgy is not offered on the
weekdays of Lent, the Parastas (requiem service) will be offered for the perpetual
remembrance of the departed. Holy Communion is not given at this service.
Also, do not forget about the Soul Saturdays during Lent! If you are not able to
come to all of them, please consider attending one during this season as we remember our dear faithful departed.
¶ Looking Ahead: We are accepting donations of candy for the Easter Egg
Hunt on Easter Sunday, April 16th. They must be individually wrapped and small
enough to fit inside the plastic eggs. Donations may be brought to the church
hall. Thank you!

What About Fasting?
Fasting is essential to Lent. In the Orthodox Church, we call this time of year
the “Great Fast” (in Slavonic, “Velikij Post”), as it has historically been the most
rigorous fast every year.
The full, traditional fast according to the ancient discipline of the Orthodox
Church includes abstaining from meat and dairy every day of Lent and Holy
Week, ending after the Easter Divine Liturgy. Over the years, the bishops of
our Diocese have customarily offered the following reduced fasting rules, for
those who may not be able to observe the rigors of a fuller fast. For example...
Clean Monday, the first day of Lent, is a day of strict abstinence; likewise, Great and
Holy Friday, and Great and Holy Saturday. On these days, no meat or dairy products
may be eaten. All Wednesdays and Fridays during this entire Season are days of abstinence from meat. Meat and meat products may not be eaten during all of Great and
Holy Week. For the evening Pre-sanctified Liturgy and the Vesperal Liturgy on Holy
Thursday, a minimum three-hour fast from all food and drink must be observed before
the reception of Holy Communion. Normal fasting from midnight is still practiced before the Liturgies of St. John Chrysostom and St. Basil the Great. (Extracted from Metropolitan Nicholas’ 2006 Lenten Archpastoral Letter.)
All of us are called to share in the Lenten season. On one hand, we are mercifully permitted to lessen the intensity of the Lenten fast in the above manner.
At the same time, we are also heartily encouraged to do more, as we are able.
Don’t ask “What is the least I have to do?” but “What is the most I can do for
Christ?” Prayerfully consider your personal observance of Lent this year. If
you’ve only ever done the “minimum”, consider adding another meatless day
per week, or abstain from meat on all weekdays, or for the entire period of Lent.
Whatever you do, do it for the glory of God, and without judgment. Accept the
challenge! Remember: by saying “no” to our stomachs, we learn to say “no” to
our sins and passions.

Inter-Parish Services & Events During Lent
One of the blessings afforded us in a special way during Lent is the opportunity
to be together with our fellow Orthodox Christians, both at our church and at
other churches. Here is a concise list of such happenings:
♦
♦
♦
♦
♦
♦
♦

2/27-3/2: Canon of St. Andrew at Local Orthodox Churches (See Schedule)
3/5: Sunday of Orthodoxy Vespers at St. John’s Ukrainian Orthodox Church,
5 PM; refreshments to follow.
3/19: Lenten Mission in Warren, 4 PM; meal to follow.
3/25: Lenten Mission in North Royalton, 4 PM; meal to follow.
3/25: ACRY Lenten Retreat in Homestead
4/1: Our Lenten Mission, 4 PM; meal to follow.
4/7: Lenten Mission in Erie, 6 PM; meal to follow.

Interested in Getting Saint John’s
More Involved in the Local Community?
Come to a Special

Outreach
“Brainstorming”
Session
•
•
•

Monday, March 6th at 6:30 PM.
Prayer first, then time for ideas and conversation.
Coffee and snacks will be provided.

We want to explore new ways in which Saint John’s can expand its ministries within the wider community. If you are
interested in “hands-on” charitable activities to help others,
and in ways of getting the word out about our parish, come
to this meeting! Bring your ideas and be ready to have a
conversation.
To clarify, this meeting is not about ideas for fundraisers or
activities for our parishioners. (Those can be discussed at
other times!) This meeting is to suggest and discuss creative ideas of how we as a parish can live out and witness to
our Christian faith through charity, philanthropy, etc.

THOUGHTS ON STEWARDSHIP
by Dan Hromyak
"But I say to you, love your enemies and pray for those who
persecute you..." - Matthew 5:44
Love your enemies, easier said than done, no doubt. But, remember, the foundation of stewardship is prayer. When we are in close
communication with God, it opens our heart and it turns our attention away from "me" and moves it towards God and others. It allows
us to have a little more empathy for "our enemy". When we pray for
others, even "our enemies", maybe it softens their hearts as well.
"No one can serve two masters; for either he will hate the one
and love the other, or he will be devoted to the one and despise the other.
You cannot serve God and mammon
(material wealth)." - Matthew 6:24
For many people, God and money run "neck and neck" as their first
priority. Making money and spending money becomes the center of
their life and they actually become a slave to money. The solution become more generous. Giving money to Church and charity frees
us from slavery to money and making money a "god" before God.

The Lenten Prayer of Saint Ephrem the Syrian
In the Orthodox Church, this prayer is added to church services from Sunday through
Friday evenings during the Lenten season. Add it to your daily prayers!
O Lord and Master of my life, take from me the spirit of laziness, despair, lust
for power and vain talking. * But give to me, Your servant, the spirit of purity,
humility, patience and love. * Yes, Lord and King, grant me to see my own sins
and not judge my brother. For blessed are You forever and ever. Amen.

Stay up-to-date on happenings throughout our Diocese!
Diocesan Website: http://www.acrod.org
Camp Nazareth: http://www.campnazareth.org
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/acroddiocese
Twitter: https://twitter.com/acrodnews
You Tube: https://youtube.com/acroddiocese
Don’t forget to “like” our parish on Facebook: facebook.com/SaintJohnHermitagePA

MARCH
PIROHI SCHEDULE
Please add your name
to the sign-up sheet
in the Hall!
Wed., March 1
at 6:00 PM
(Hall setup; Potato prep)
Thurs., March 2
at 6:00 PM
(Filling prep)
Friday, March 3
at 8:00 AM
(Pirohi Making and Sale)
Remember:
Get your
orders in
by Feb. 26!

March 2017 Pirohi Order Form
Order Deadline: February 26, 2017
ame: ______________________________
Phone umber: ______________________
____ Potato @ 7.00/dozen $_______
____ Butter Only
____ Butter and Onions
Total Amount Due:

$_______

Pick-Up on Friday, March 3, 2017
12:00 Noon—2:00 PM
(Doors Open at oon)

Eternal Lamp ~ Sunday, February 26th
In Memory of my Mother Mary Furin Prisby by Rose Marie Prisby

BIRTHDAYS
Feb. 19

Deacon John Anderson

MEN TO HOLD CANDLES

Sunday, February 26th
Bob Kapusta
Jim Kudelko
Matt Kulisich
Steve Lukac
Andy Lutz

Feb. 22

Lisa Bair
Margie Sirb

Feb. 23

Ronald Figiel

Feb. 24

David Ristvey
Helen Wanchisn

Sunday, March 5th

Feb. 25

Mary Chupak
Steven Kudelko
Dorothy Patrick

Feb. 26

Janet Kretchek

Ken Maceyko
Dr. Emil Maurer
Fred Meiss
Robert Miller
John Moon

Feb. 27

Delores Christy

Feb. 28

Justin Bair

Mar. 2

Brenda Polanichka

Mar. 3

Donna Swetlech

ANNIVERSARIES

February 20th
Kenneth & Renee Maceyko

