
 

 

The Great Sanctification of Water took place on the eve of Theophany. The Holy Water container 
will be left on the right side of the church for a few weeks, in order to give you easy access to it. Af-

terwards, it will be kept in the altar boy sacristy (right side room).  

 

BULLETIN FOR JANUARY 8-21, 2023 



 

 

*SUN 1/8/2023 SUNDAY AFTER THEOPHANY 

 9:00 AM Pro-Liturgy Service with Distribution of Pre-Consecrated Communion 

 

   Perpetual Commemoraons for January 8-14: 

   ++Walko Family: John, Mary, John, Ann, Patricia, George; Joseph, Ruth. 

   +John Sekerak   +Peter & +Helen Gula 

 

*SUN 1/15/2023 31ST SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST—TONE 6 

 9:00 AM Divine Liturgy 

   Weekly Perpetual Commemorations 

   Board Meeting After Liturgy 

 

   Perpetual Commemoraons for January 15-21: 

   ++Soroka Family: John Sr., Suzanna, John Jr, Michael, Irene, Mary, Ray, 

   John & Ann Walko, John R. Hynes, Bob Couch, Margaret Hosick 

   and Stan Hosick, Susan Walko, Mary 

 

WED 1/18/2023 Ss. Athanasius & Cyril of Alexandria 

 9:00 AM Divine Liturgy 

   Including Weekly Perpetual Commemorations 

 

FRI 1/20/2023  

 12 Noon Akathist to the Mother of God “In Honor of the Sanctity of Life” 

 

SAT 1/21/2023  

 3:30 PM  Confession Available 

 4:00 PM  Vespers 

 

*SUN 1/22/2023 32ND SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST—TONE 7 

 9:00 AM Divine Liturgy 

   Weekly Perpetual Commemorations 

 

   Panachida After Veneration of the Cross for: 

   +Helen Parimuha (1 Year Memorial) by the Family 

   +Helen Hammon, by Goddaughter Debbie Cross 

 

   Perpetual Commemoraons for January 22-28: 

   ++Mudrey Family: John, Paraska, Marjorie, Joseph, Ann, Donald, 

   Eric, John & Mary, Michael, Elva 

   ++Vudmaska Family: Frank, Helen, John, Frank Jr., Mary, Margaret, 

   Helen, Eva, Julia, Michael, Elva 

 



 

 

Our 2023 ANNUAL PARISH MEETING and Swearing-In of the Church Board will 

take place on Sunday, January 29th. All parishioners in good standing (which 

includes both recepon of Confession and Communion no less than once a 

year, and financial support of the parish) are asked to a-end. We look forward 

to your par/cipa/on in this important mee/ng! 
 
We thank Deacon John Anderson for offering the divine service on Sunday, January 
8th in Fr. David’s absence! God grant him many years! 
 
Christmas Poinsettias will be distributed on Sunday, January 8th. We are grateful for 
all the donations from our parishioners and friends that made the beautification of our 
church with flowers possible for the celebration of the holydays of the Nativity and 
Baptism of Christ. May they now bring you joy at home during these winter months! 
 
The new format for weekly Perpetual Commemorations begins on January 15th. The 
letter from Fr. David about these changes was printed in the last bulletin, and is includ-
ed in today’s bulletin as well in case you missed it. Please read this carefully! 
 
House Blessings begin this week! Fr. David has set up/will set up appointments with 
those who have signed up. If you haven’t signed up yet and would like your home 
blessed, please use the online form (on our website) or use a hard-copy form available 
in the fellowship hall. 
 
Holy Confession: Don’t forget that Confession is available before every Sunday and 
weekday Divine Liturgy beginning at 8:25 AM, and at other times as noted.  Confession 
will also be available before Vespers on Saturday, January 21. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Akathist Service “For Life” on January 20th 
As in past years, we will offer a service to bring a�en�on to 

the sanc�ty of human life in the womb and to pray for an 

end to the sin of abor�on in conjunc�on with the “March for 

Life” in Washington DC. This year, we will celebrate the 

Akathist Service to the Mother of God at 12 Noon (the /me 

of the March) on Friday, January 20, 2023. All are welcome! 



 

 

Revenue Category   2022 Revenue 

    

Cookie Sales  and    

Holiday Gi2s  &    

Decorator Items  1 & 2 $6,670.08 

    

    

    

Dona�ons   $250.00 

    

    

    

Total  Christmas Market   $6,920.08 

    

Revenue Available for Distribu�on  

prior to any expenses   $6,920.08 

Our prayers and condolences are extended 
to all the family and friends of +THOMAS 
PATRICK who fell asleep in the Lord on 
Tuesday, December 27th, 2022. Tom’s funeral 
service was held on January 3rd, 2023. May 
God grant him blessed repose and the kingdom 
of heaven! Eternal Memory! Vičnaja jemu 
pamjat! 

Christmas Market 2022 Financial Report 



 

 

Stewardship 
By Dan Hromyak 

 
"And Mary kept all these things, reflecting on them in her heart." - Luke 2:19 
 
After Jesus, we look to Mary as an ideal steward. Her entire life was lived in 
obedience to God's call. She heard God's message, and immediately said "yes." 
Mary teaches us to live with joy and gratitude for the many blessings God has 
given us. Just as the moon reflects the light of the sun, Mary reflects the light of 
Christ. Like Mary, we are called to reflect Christ's light to the world. We do this 
through lives of gratitude and generosity. 
 
"Then they opened their treasures and offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and 
myrrh." - Matthew 2:11 
 
The image of the Magi kneeling before the infant Jesus and opening their treas-
ure chests for Him is an image that we should all try to follow each day. In grat-
itude for all that we have been given, we are called to generously share ALL of 
our gifts, not just the ones we pick and choose. God wants us to be generous 
with everything, but especially that one thing that means the most to you. 

 
 

STEWARDSHIP: THANK YOU! 
 
As we start this new year of 2023, we are grateful for all of your gifts to our parish 
throughout 2022. We are also thankful to all those who made financial pledges for 2023! 
If you have yet to submit a pledge card, please do so as soon as you can. Extra cards are 
available in the vestibule. May God richly bless you throughout this year! 

January 8: Steve & Cyndy Saluga January 22: Michele & Dave Firster 

January 15: Milan & Stephanie Shumkaroff January 29: Dorothy Pacinda 
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Updates to Perpetual 

Commemora/ons of the Departed 
 

Decades ago, our parish established a 

“Perpetual Liturgy Fund” to ensure that pray-

ers would be offered for the departed loved 

ones of our parishioners. Today, this has 

grown to 125 separate inten�ons. While a dai-

ly Liturgy was something common in our Dio-

cese in the early years, today it is no longer 

the norm.  

     Over the years, there have been two trends 

with these Perpetual Services in our parish: 

fewer and fewer families connected to these 

names are le2, and more and more of our pa-

rishioners prefer to have them remembered 

on Sundays. During my pastorate, I have most-

ly sa�sfied both of these situa�ons by offering 

one Panachida a2er the venera�on of the 

Cross/Festal Anoin�ng for any Perpetual Ser-

vices that were not scheduled during the 

week. Star�ng during the 2020 shutdown and 

the period when we did not have coffee hour, I  

have served the Panachida before everyone 

was dismissed. However, the unintended con-

sequence of all this is that many think that 

Panachidas are automa�cally scheduled every 

Sunday, or that a Panachida is a normal ending 

to a Sunday Liturgy! 

     Star�ng on Sunday, January 15th, 2023 I 

will return to the “previous” order: Divine Lit-

urgy, Announcements, Venera�on of the 

Cross/Festal Anoin�ng. I will generally not be 

offering a Panachida before the Venera�on of 

the Cross/Festal Anoin�ng on Sundays, ex-

cep�ng special occasions like Mother’s Day, 

Father’s Day, etc. 

     To streamline how Perpetual Commemora-

/ons are made, a2er some considera�on, I 

will be applying the following prac�ces star�ng 

on Sunday, January 15, 2023. (These apply 

only to the Perpetual Liturgy Fund inten/ons.) 

 

1. All Perpetual Commemora�ons for the De-

parted for a given week (Sunday through Sat-

urday) will be men�oned in the context of the 

Sunday Divine Liturgy*. While we do not offer 

the “Litany for the Departed” on Sundays as 

on weekdays, I will find appropriate ways to 

publicly pray for these individuals on Sundays. 

I will also pray for them privately in the pros-

komedia (prepara�on of the bread and wine 

before Liturgy). I will not be offering a 

Panachida on Sundays for Perpetual Commem-

ora/ons. 
 

2. In order to con�nue to pray for the depart-

ed during the week, I will also include the Per-

petual Commemora�ons for the week at a 

weekday service (excep/ng Holy Week and 

Bright Week). 

 

3. If anyone would s�ll like to have a separate 

weekday (i.e. Monday-Friday) service for a 

perpetual commemora�on, I am open to 

scheduling this, provided someone will be in 

a�endance in person. (Live-stream doesn’t 

count.) 

 

Regarding “non-perpetual” memorial services, 

I will be outlining some things in a subsequent 

bulle�n write-up! 

 

May their memories be eternal! 

 

Fr. David 

 
*Except on Palm Sunday, Pascha/Easter Sunday, and on 

other major holydays that may fall on a Sunday. In those 

instances, Perpetual Commemora/ons will be included 

on a different Sunday. 



 

 

Sick Calls can be made at any �me. Please phone the rectory (724-

346-4457) when a family member is admi�ed to the hospital, or to 

request a home visit. Hospitals do not call to alert the parish when 

someone is admi�ed. 
 

Marriages are solemnized on Saturdays or Sundays. Circumstances 

may require a dispensa�on from the diocesan bishop. Consult the 

pastor at least six months in advance and before any plans have 

been made for the wedding recep�on. Marriages cannot be cele-

brated during the fas�ng seasons of the church, or on Fridays. 
 

Bap/sms are usually scheduled on Saturdays or Sundays. Consult 

the pastor. Two godparents (godfather and godmother) are re-

quired, at least one of whom must be a prac�cing Orthodox Chris-

�an in good standing at an Orthodox parish, and the other (at least) 

a prac�cing, bap�zed Chris�an. 

 

 

Church Funerals are, under ordinary circumstances, provided for 

prac�cing Orthodox Chris�ans who are current in their spiritual and 

material obliga�ons to the parish; otherwise, the funeral service is 

conducted at the funeral home. The Church does not permit crema-

�on. 
 

Parishioners in “good standing” are those Orthodox Chris�ans who, 

as members of Saint John’s Orthodox Church, strive to live according 

to the teachings of the Orthodox Church; par�cipate in the life of 

the parish through regular church a�endance, regular recep�on of 

Holy Communion and periodic Holy Confession (and receive these 

sacraments no less than once a year); if married, having been mar-

ried in the Orthodox Church; and financially support the parish 

(especially through an annual “pledge”).  

 

Prospec/ve members and returning members are asked to fill out 

an applica�on form, copies of which are available in the church 

office. 

Sacramental and Membership Informa/on 

SAINT JOHN’S ORTHODOX CHURCH 
 

3180 Morefield Road 
Hermitage, PA 16148 

 
Office: 724-981-0571 

Rectory: 724-346-4457  
E-mail: father.david@stjohnacroc.org 

Website: www.stjohnacroc.org 
 

Clergy: 
Rev. Father David Mastroberte 

Rev. Deacon John Anderson 
 

A Parish of the American Carpatho-Russian Orthodox Diocese—Ecumenical Patriarchate of Constantinople 

Our Church’s Website:  stjohnacroc.org 

Our YouTube Live Stream: youtube.com/user/saintjohnsharon 

Our Facebook Page:  facebook.com/SaintJohnHermitagePA 

Our Diocesan Website:   acrod.org 

 

For Online Giving Op/ons, please visit our website: stjohnacroc.org 



 

 


